
 

 
   

 

 

Department of  

Evangelization & Catechesis 
 

 

“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

“How is Regathering Going?” – Parish Catechetical Leader (CLADD) Virtual Gathering – 

November 19 at 9:00 am: 

 

We will take time to pray, learn, and connect as we 

accompany each other focused on lessons learned in 

your parish faith formation implementation so far.  

Given the growing COVID-19 rates affecting schools 

and within each county, will need to break open what 

Advent and Christmas may look like if indeed we need 

to pull back.   

 

The session will have two goals: 

1. What are you in consultation with your pastor and 

parish leadership discussing around the COVID-19 

landscape in your local area?  What are the metrics you are using to move to the next 

level of formation? (hour one) 

2. What resources will you be using to accompany the faithful into Advent and 

Christmas? (hour two) 

 

Please make every effort to attend this virtual meeting in-person.  A recording of this session will 

be sent within a day but we can’t record the breakout sessions.  Our breakout sessions have been 

very valuable for colleagues during this pandemic.   

 

Des Moines Diocese is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Parish Catechetical Leader/CLADD Check-In Session 

Time: Nov 19, 2020 09:00 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87472307210?pwd=RWwyT2Q4bjhPK2o1SnhySkhVOXJmdz09  

 

Meeting ID: 874 7230 7210 

Passcode: 5kEArN 

Growing Disciples – Wednesday Wrap 

Glorifying God – Growing in Faith 

Living our Catholic Faith in the World  
November 18, 2020 Edition 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87472307210?pwd=RWwyT2Q4bjhPK2o1SnhySkhVOXJmdz09


Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 874 7230 7210 

Passcode: 963202 

 

Hope in the Midst of the Storm Advent Retreat for Parish Catechetical Leaders & the 

Catholic Faithful: 
 

The Diocese of Des Moines will be offering a three-part 

virtual Advent Retreat.  Each session is one hour.   

 

Our Parish Catechetical Leadership sessions are 

scheduled for December 7, 14, and 21.  They will be 

held from 10:00 to 11:00 am with retreat facilitation 

from Dr. Cheryl Fournier (12/14), Deacon Matt 

Halbach, Ph.D. (12/21), and me (12/7).  Please join the 

session using this ZOOM link below: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87919330663?pwd=YzFyU2xhQlliUmpkSzFjMW5tM0NZUT09  

 

Meeting ID: 879 1933 0663 

Passcode: fqKRR7 

  

Our Catholic faithful can participate in sessions on December 3, 10, and 17.  The retreat will be 

offered at 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm to allow multiple opportunities for the faithful to access the 

retreat.   

 2:00 pm sessions will be facilitated by Jessica Maciel Hernandez (12/10), Father Raphael 

Assamah (12/17) and me (12/3) 

 7:00 pm sessions will be facilitated by Jeanne Wells (12/10), Father Trevor Chicoine 

(12/17), and me (12/3).   

 

This virtual Advent retreat will offer a space of elegant simplicity: 

 prayer,  

 inspiration from Pope Francis and local spiritual facilitators,  

 an opportunity for silent self-reflection, and 

 community with opportunities to share in breakout sessions.  

 

This three-week online retreat provides sacred space to journey through Advent in contemplation 

and conversation.  It is designed to help find spaces to draw each participant deep into this 

season that is in need of the solace and hope that only Jesus can provide. 

 

Attached to this e-newsletter you will find a poster, a Facebook post, and a bulletin 

announcement, which is similar to what, is above.   

 

Contact John Gaffney at jgaffney@dmdiocese.org with any questions.  I will also be registering 

the faithful of the Diocese and e-mailing them a link for the virtual retreat.   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87919330663?pwd=YzFyU2xhQlliUmpkSzFjMW5tM0NZUT09
mailto:jgaffney@dmdiocese.org


 

Free Virtual Gatherings from Liturgical Training Publications (LTP): 

 

I wanted to remind you of LTP’s 

remaining free virtual gatherings of 

2020.  Register here for the following 

events.  Please share this message with 

other members of your initiation 

ministry team and parish staff. 

 

Living the Sunday Word: Reflecting 

as a Virtual Community 

 Tuesdays, November 24 and 

December 1, 8, 15 at 6:00-7:30pm CST 

 A time of prayer and reflection – looking at the Sunday readings before the weekend. 

 

Discernment before the Rite of Election 

 Thursday, December 3 at 12:00 pm CST 

 Virtual Conversation with Sr. Donna Steffen, SC (author of Discernment in Christian 

Initiation) 

 

Using Art and Music in Your Catechetical Sessions 

 Wednesday, December 16 at 12:00 pm CST 

 Virtual Conversation with Timothy Johnston and Michael Ruzicki 

 

Update – Family Focus Groups with Bishop Joensen: 

 

The Family Focus Groups project with Bishop Joensen 

continues.  The purpose of the Family Focus Group sessions is 

for families from around the Diocese of Des Moines to have an 

opportunity to discuss what the landscape of raising Catholic 

children is like today as well as for teens to share with Bishop 

what it is like to be a Catholic teen today.  Although these are 

pandemic times, the focus is not just life during these 

challenging times, but even before the pandemic hit.   

 

Sessions began at St. Mary parish in Shenandoah, continued to 

Christ the King in Des Moines and tonight’s session is at All 

Saint’s in Stuart.  Parishioners from the surrounding region and 

area parishes are invited.  A session that was scheduled at St. Pius X parish has been postponed 

due to the parish’s campus being closed temporarily.  A report of the findings from these three 

experiences will be sent separately.   

 

Contact Justin White or Jessica Maciel Hernandez for more information or if you have questions.   

 

 

https://catechumeneon.org/events
mailto:jwhite@dmdiocese.org
mailto:jhernandez@dmdiocese.org


Webinar Recordings from NFCYM: 

 

The National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry 

(NFCYM) offers two excellent webinars in the last week.  

Below please find a description of the webinar and a link 

to the recording.  Beginning in January, NFCYM will 

begin chagrining $10.00 per webinar for non-NFCYM 

members.  The cost for associate membership is $75.00 

per year.  Use this link to find out the benefits and responsibilities of members as well as 

applying.   

 

November 12 – How to Grow in Greatness (Even during a Pandemic) - You matter!  You have 

greatness inside of you.  God made you for a purpose.  However, it’s easy to forget with the 

noise of stress, tragedy, pain and uncertainty.  This talk will give you four practical ways to 

unlock your God-given potential right now, during a pandemic!  It’s time to be GREAT all for 

the glory of God!  The presenter is Joe Melendez.  Follow this link for the webinar.  The 

PowerPoint slides are attached to this e-newsletter. 

 

November 17 – Confirmation Ministry with Youth in 2020 and Beyond - This webinar will 

explore the models and methods that are helpful in successfully coordinating a Confirmation 

preparation and follow-through process within a parish setting.  Tom East will look at the 

direction for ministry with young people provided by Pope Francis in Christus Vivit, and 

examine strategies for engaging and involving families and sponsors with the young people so 

that all the resources of your parish community are utilized.  This will include guidance for 

preparing youth for Confirmation during this time of the COVID-19 pandemic utilizing virtual 

gatherings, and accompaniment, and enhancing the role of sponsors and parents in the process.  

The presenter is Tom East.  Follow this link for the webinar.   

 

You will also find four attachments for this webinar in this e-newsletter. 

 

November and December Important Dates: 

 November 21 – Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 November 22 – Solemnity of Christ the King/Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development 

 November 23 – Saint Clement of Rome 

 November 26 – Thanksgiving Day (Thanksgiving Prayer) 

 November 29 – First Sunday of Advent (Blessing of Advent Wreath) 

 December 1 – Giving Tuesday 

 December 3 – Saint Francis Xavier 

 December 6 – Saint Nicholas 

 December 7 – Saint Ambrose 

 December 8 – Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

(Catechetical Corner Pastoral Aid) 

 December 9 – Saint Juan Diego 

 December 12 – Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 December 13 – Saint Lucy 

https://nfcym.org/membership/associate/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/viewRecording/44862683284330510/7787108995726465040/jgaffney@dmdiocese.org?registrantKey=6414551247330641679&type=ABSENTEEEMAILRECORDINGLINK
https://register.gotowebinar.com/recording/viewRecording/2492771387582284299/5135620212780807435/jgaffney@dmdiocese.org?registrantKey=6464802227254908432&type=ATTENDEEEMAILRECORDINGLINK
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/thanksgiving-prayer-2/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-an-advent-wreath/
https://catholiccurrent.org/catechetical-corner/the-immaculate-conception/


 December 15 – Saint Virginia Centurione Bracelli 

 December 17 – Pope Francis’ Birthday and Saint Hildegard of Bingen 

 December 25 – Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

o Blessing of a Christmas Tree 

o Blessing of a Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene 

o Classic Christmas Movies 

 December 26 – Saint Stephen 

 December 27 – Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

 December 28 – The Holy Innocents 

 December 29 – Saint Thomas Becket 

 

Have a great week!  Thank you for your leadership. 

 

 

https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-a-christmas-tree/
https://catholiccurrent.org/prayers/blessing-of-the-family-creche/
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/

